DCC v Spartans – pre-season friendly – April 3rd 2011

I won’t hear a bad word about hibernation. It serves its purpose. But once it’s over then the marking out of 22 yards may commence once again. Dunabogdány saw a few cricketing sleepy-crumbs brushed from an eye or two as the newly formed Spartans CC stood to face the tangerine warriors (?) of DCC in the first pre-season friendly of 2011.

Both sides were short staffed and had ringers in tow but the mood was chipper and the warm-up routines were keenly embraced. Uncannily, Spartan-in-chief Mike Glover won his 400th coin toss in a row since Macedonia and, surprise-surprise, elected to bat on a slightly uneven pitch.

DCC bowlers can be accused of many things but accuracy was not top of that list on Sunday and the quartet of new Spartan recruits whom Mike sent in at the top of the order were never forced to defend much. They scored a few each but all threw their wickets away, only Solai and Deepak (15 apiece) appearing to settle. 

After characteristic bluster and industry, vice-captain Lucky Singh (8) and the guesting Syed Ibrahim (17) were both caught miscuing, bringing to the crease Rajvir and Chris Priest who together put on a decent 50 partnership for the 6th wicket before both retired at the obligatory 25+, each finishing with a six off admittedly sluggish bowling. Shobit (2 for 36), Khaibar (1 for 27) and Kushal (1 for 29) didn’t get much help from the soccer wicket but Ranjit Kumar (1 for 9 off 4 overs) was good value for all his miserliness.

Mahesh Singh (20) and Mike Glover (18 n.o.) then saw out most of the remaining five overs before the twenty of us sat in the sunshine for lunch with Spartans having set DCC 212 to win off their 25 overs.

The remarks made to your correspondent by the residents as he retrieved the ball from a neighbouring garden after a massive six struck by Khaibar in DCC’s reply may not be published here but I fail to see what my mother had to do with it. Apart from the guesting Falcon’s powerful hitting, the chase was a parade of odd strokes, cautious accumulation, scampered singles and lapses in the field. Some of DCC’s bigger names failed where Kushal (25 retired) and Steve Anthony (26 retired) showed level heads.

 Mahesh took a good return catch off his own bowling to dispatch Ranjit cheaply but the DCC total slowly crept up to within range of victory. Brandon Krueger swatted a brave 17 and, after all wickets had fallen and the openers were allowed back in, Khaibar, Ranjit and Steve started swinging the bat and the outcome was finely balanced until the last three overs from which Lucky (2 for 19), Mahesh (2 for 33) and the wily Rajvir (1 for 28) managed to restrict the home side strictly enough to claim the newcomer XI’s debut win.

Within half an hour, after a sociable glass, glorious skipper Mike Glover was seen gingerly climbing back into his car muttering something about massage. Luckily for him Marianna was driving, having given up yet another Sunday to score the whole match. Thanks to them and to Steve for arranging this fixture which proved yet again that friendlies are often more enjoyable than more competitive games. It gave spies like Khaibar and I the perfect chance to see both sides’ strengths and weaknesses before what promises to be a long, unpredictable season.

Spartans 211 for 7 beat DCC 201 for 9 – by 11 runs, with plenty of batsmen batting twice. 

Men of the Match: Kushal (DCC) and Rajvir (Spartans)

by Chris Priest – April 6th 2011

